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difference between his position and the position of
the free boy, and as he grows up, sensitiveness and
understanding grow with his years, and his heart
begins to harden towards his master's household,
his neighbour, and the world. Although he has
mixed with the children of the free-born, and even
shared in some of their joys, he is still a property,
and he knows it.
The Maharaja then turned to the agricultural
workers. To them, he said, the best of masters are
kind, because kindness pays better than cruelty :
" But he has learnt the bitter truth and knows he is a
slave and is in hopeless bondage, knows that there is the
brand of servitude on his brow, while his co-workers,
hired men perhaps of the neighbourhood, wear the
dignity of labour as a diadem which brightens their faces
and lightens their work by the thought of those at home
for whom they are working."
The master may do his utmost to sweeten the
bitter position of the slave ; he may buy him a wife,
and give him a house, but nothing alters the fact
that he is just a property.
" Many of you have heard or read the story of Harish-
chandra and remember perhaps how the king sold him-
self, his wife and child to redeem his pledge to the
inexorable Viswamitra. If they shed scalding tears at
the pathetic separation, at last the Gods on high took
pity and reunited them. But to-day in this Kaliyuga
the skves may shed red blood instead of watery tears,
yet the flint heart of our custom and institution,
more inexorable than Vishwamitra, does not melt. What